Application No. 10/007,472 
Reply to Office Action of September 27, 2005 
Attorney Docket: 42390.P12248 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A system comprising: 

a controller responsive to interrupt signals received on one or more interrupt signal inputs; 

an interrupt message receiver coupled to the one or more interrupt signal inputs; af^ 

a plurality of interrupt sources to transmit interrupt messages to the interrupt message receiver 
through a data bus; and 

a br i dge ooup l od to tho data bus, tho bridge at loact capab le of allow i ng on e or mor e of th e 
i nterrupt sources to transmit error m e ssages to th e i nterrupt m e ssag e rocoivor through tho data bus 

a register of bits, each interrupt source corresponding with one bit , 

wherein the interrupt message receiver further comprises logic to initiate interrupt signals on the 
one or more interrupt signal inputs in response to receipt of interrupt messages from the data bus. 

Claim 2 (original): The system of claim 1, wherein the interrupt message receiver comprises logic to 
decode each interrupt message in response to receipt of one or more write transactions received from 
the data bus. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The system of claim 1, wherein tho syst e m further oomprisos a reg i st e r of 
bits, each i nterrupt source corr e sponding with on e bit, and wh e r ei n t he interrupt message receiver 
further comprises logic to set a bit in the register of bits in response to receipt of an interrupt message 
from an interrupt source corresponding with the bit and wherein the controller comprises logic to clear 
the bit in response to completion of servicing an interrupt associated with the interrupt message. 

Claim 4 (original): The system of claim 1 , wherein the controller comprises a first interrupt signal input to 
receive an IRQ interrupt signal and a second interrupt signal input to receive a FIQ interrupt signal. 

Claim 5 (original): The system of claim 1 , wherein controller comprises logic to service interrupts in 
response to interrupt signals received on the one or more interrupt signal inputs the system further 
comprises an interrupt controller comprising: 
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logic to maintain a record of at least one unserviced interrupt message received at the interrupt 
message receiver from an interrupt source; and 

logic to initiate an interrupt signal on an interrupt signal input in to service the unserviced 
interrupt message in response to completion of an interrupt service by the controller. 

Claim 6 (original): The system of claim 5, wherein the interrupt controller further comprises: 
logic to define a priority for one or more interrupt sources; 

logic to maintain a queue of unserviced interrupt messages based upon the priority; and 
logic to select an unserviced interrupt message from the queue in response to completion of an 
interrupt service by the controller. 

Claim 7 (original): The system of claim 5, wherein the interrupt controller further comprises a plurality of 

interrupt signal inputs and the interrupt controller further comprises: 

logic to associate each interrupt source with an interrupt signal input; * 
logic to maintain a queue of unserviced interrupt messages for each interrupt signal input, each 

unserviced interrupt messages being received from an interrupt source associated with the interrupt 

signal input; and 

logic to select an unserviced interrupt message from a queue in response to completion of an 
interrupt service initiated at the interrupt signal input associated with the queue. 

Claim 8 (original): The system of claim 1 , wherein the system comprises a plurality of controllers, each 
controller comprising one or more interrupt signal inputs, and wherein the interrupt message receiver is 
coupled to each interrupt signal input of the controllers. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

receiving interrupt messages on a data bus from a plurality of interrupt sources; 

setting a bit in a register of bits in response to receipt of an interrupt message from an interrupt 
source corresponding with the bit, each interrupt source corresponding with one bit in the register; and 
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selectively initiating interrupt signals to a controller on one or more interrupt signal inputs in 
response to each received interrupt message 

wh e r e in r e c ei v i ng the interrupt mocsag e s compr i ses r e c e iv i ng ono or moro of tho i nterrupt 
m e ssages through a br i dge coup le d to th e data bus . 

Claim 10 (original): The method of claim 9, wherein the method further comprises decoding each 
received interrupt message in response to receipt of one or more write transactions received from the 
data bus. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended); The method of claim 9, wherein the method further comprises: 

s e tt i ng a bit in a reg i st e r of bits i n response to rec e ipt of an i nterrupt m e ssag e from an i nt e rrupt 
sourc e corr e spond i ng w i th th e b i t, each int e rrupt source correspond i ng w i th on e b i t i n th e r e gist e r; and 
clearing the a bit in the register of bits in response to completion of servicing an interrupt associated with 
the an interrupt message. 

Claim 12 (original): The method of claim 9, wherein the method further comprises selectively initiating 
interrupt signals to a controller on a first interrupt signal input corresponding with an IRQ interrupt signal 
and on a second interrupt signal input corresponding with a FIQ interrupt signal. 

Claim 13 (original): The method of claim 9, wherein method further comprises: 

maintaining a record of at least one unserviced interrupt message received at the interrupt 

message receiver from an interrupt source; and 

initiating an interrupt signal on an interrupt signal input to service the unserviced interrupt 

message in response to completion of an interrupt service by the controller. 

Claim 14 (original): The method of claim 9, the method further comprising: 
defining a priority for one or more interrupt sources; 

maintaining a queue of unserviced interrupt messages based upon the priority; and 
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selecting an unserviced interrupt message from the queue in response to completion of an 
interrupt service by the controller. 

Claim 15 (original): The method of claim 14, wherein the method further comprises: 

associating each interrupt source of with one of a plurality of interrupt signal inputs; 
maintaining a queue of unserviced interrupt messages for each interrupt signal input, each 

unserviced interrupt messages being received from an interrupt source associated with the interrupt 

signal input; and 

selecting an unserviced interrupt message from a queue in response to completion of an 
interrupt service initiated at the interrupt signal input associated with the queue. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): An interrupt message receiver comprising: 

an interface to a data bus to receive interrupt messages from a plurality of interrupt sources 

wh e r ei n on e or more of the i nterrupt sourc e s i s coup le d to the data bus by a br i dg e; 

logic to set a bit in a register of bits in response to receipt of an interrupt message from an 

interrupt source corresponding with the bit, each interrupt source corresponding with one bit in the 

register: and 

logic to initiate interrupt signals to a controller on interrupt signal inputs in response to receipt of 
the interrupt messages. 

Claim 17 (original): The interrupt message receiver of claim 16, wherein the interrupt message receiver 
comprises logic to decode each interrupt message in response to receipt of one or more write 
transactions received from the data bus. 

Claim 18 (currently amended): The interrupt message receiver of claim 16, wherein the interrupt 
message receiver further comprises: 

logic to s e t a b i t in a r e g i ster of b i ts i n r e sponse to receipt of an i nt e rrupt message from an 
i nt e rrupt sourc e corr e spond i ng with th e bit; and 
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logic to clear the a bit in the register of bits in response to completion of servicing an interrupt 
associated with the an interrupt message. 

Claim 19 (original): The interrupt message receiver of claim 16, the interrupt message receiver further 
comprising: 

logic to transmit interrupt signals on a first interrupt signal input to provide an IRQ interrupt 
signal; and 

logic to transmit interrupt signals on a second interrupt signal input to provide an FIQ interrupt 

signal. 

Claim 20 (original): The interrupt message receiver of claim 16, wherein the interrupt message receiver 
further comprises an interrupt controller comprising: 

logic to maintain a record of at least one unserviced interrupt message received from an interrupt 
source; and 

logic to initiate an interrupt signal on an interrupt input signal to service the unserviced interrupt 
message in response to completion of an interrupt service. 

Claim 21 (original): The interrupt message receiver of claim 20, wherein the interrupt controller further 
comprises: 

logic to define a priority for one or more interrupt sources; 

logic to maintain a queue of unserviced interrupt messages based upon the priority; and 
logic to select an unserviced interrupt message from the queue in response to completion of an 
interrupt service. 

Claim 22 (original): The interrupt message receiver of claim 20, wherein the interrupt controller further 
comprises: 

logic to associate each interrupt source with an interrupt signal input; 
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logic to maintain a queue of unserviced interrupt messages for each interrupt signal input, each 
unserviced interrupt messages being received from an interrupt source associated with the interrupt 
signal input; and 

logic to select an unserviced interrupt message from a queue in response to completion of an 
interrupt service initiated at the interrupt signal input associated with the queue. 

Claim 23 (currently amended): An apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving interrupt messages on a data bus from a plurality of interrupt sources 
whoro i n on e or mor e of th e int e rrupt sources i s coupl e d to th e data bus by a br i dge ; 

means for setting a bit in a register of bits in response to receipt of an interrupt message from an 
interrupt source corresponding with the bit, each interrupt source corresponding with one bit in the 
register; and 

means for selectively initiating interrupt signals to a controller on one or more interrupt signal 
inputs in response to each received interrupt message. 

Claim 24 (original): The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the apparatus further comprises means for 
decoding each received interrupt message in response to receipt of one or more write transactions 
received from the data bus. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the apparatus further comprises: 

moans for sotting a b i t i n a register of bits i n response to r e c e ipt of an interrupt m e ssag e from an 
int e rrupt souroo corresponding w i th th e bit, e ach i nt e rrupt source corresponding with ono bit in th e 
regist e r; and 

means for clearing the a bit in the register of bits in response to completion of servicing an 
interrupt associated with the an interrupt message. 
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Claim 26 (original): The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the apparatus further comprises means for 
selectively initiating interrupt signals to a controller on a first interrupt signal input corresponding with an 
IRQ interrupt signal and on a second interrupt signal input corresponding with a FIQ interrupt signal. 

Claim 27 (original): The apparatus of claim 23, wherein apparatus further comprises: 

means for maintaining a record of at least one unserviced interrupt message received at the 

interrupt message receiver from an interrupt source; and 

means for initiating an interrupt signal on an interrupt signal input to service the unserviced 

interrupt message in response to completion of an interrupt service by the controller. 

Claim 28 (original): The apparatus of claim 23, the apparatus further comprising: 
means for defining a priority for one or more interrupt sources; 

means for maintaining a queue of unserviced interrupt messages based upon the priority; and 
means for selecting an unserviced interrupt message from the queue in response to completion of an 
interrupt service by the controller. 

Claim 29 (original): The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the apparatus further comprises: 

means for associating each interrupt source of with one of a plurality of interrupt signal inputs; 
means for maintaining a queue of unserviced interrupt messages for each interrupt signal input, 

each unserviced interrupt messages being received from an interrupt source associated with the 

interrupt signal input; and 

means for selecting an unserviced interrupt message from a queue in response to completion of 

an interrupt service initiated at the interrupt signal input associated with the queue. 
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